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Message from the
USAf Chief Executive Officer

Dr Phethiwe Matutu

| am delighted to welcome you to the Universities South Africa
(USAf) Open Access (OA) Week 2025 webinar sessions on October
23rd and 24th. This year’'s theme, “Who Owns Our Knowledge?",
strikes at the very heart of the mission of higher education and its
responsibility to society.

In a time of unprecedented disruption and opportunity, this theme
compels us to engage in a courageous and critical conversation. As public
institutions, the access, use, and value derived from research and scholarship ought not to be a privilege
that few enjoy. Instead, it should become a shared, public resource, to the benefit of many in South
Africa, within the African region, and beyond.

We must collectively reflect on key questions as they relate to the global OA movement:

«  Who creates knowledge?

+  Who has access to it?

«  Who disseminates it?

«  Who ultimately controls it, and to what end?

Our webinar engagements are aimed at bringing strategically relevant stakeholders together to reflect,
critically engage, and steer a future-fit, next chapter envisioned for OA. Our focus is on Moving Towards
a Sustainable and Equitable OA Ecosystem.

The three sessions will explore the critical pillars of this ecosystem:

« 23 October 2025 (11h00-12h30): Policy and Governance for OA (Session I)
+ 23 October 2025 (12h30-14h00): Sustainable Funding Models for OA (Session Il)
« 24 October 2025 (11h00-12h30): Stakeholder Collaboration in pursuit of OA (Session Ill)

Future OA action towards a sustainable and equitable ecosystem will require deliberate, purposeful
collaboration among key stakeholder groups. | therefore urge you to join the conversation. Your
participation in these courageous conversations is crucial in shaping and strengthening a research
ecosystem for generations to come. We have an individual and collective responsibility to make
meaningful contributions towards open, just, and inclusive knowledge creation and dissemination
practices within our areas of influence.

Let us collaborate to ensure knowledge truly serves humanity. We look forward to your valuable
contribution.
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Dr Phethiwe Matutu

Chief Executive Officer
Universities South Africa
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USAf STRATEGY GROUPS

USAf endorses a comprehensive and equitable national
higher education system that is responsive to the challenges
facing South Africa. Through lobbying and advocacy, USAf
promotes and facilitates an optimal environment conducive
for wuniversities to function effectively and efficiently.
It promotes cohesive but diverse public universities in service
of society, recognising the need for strong and effective
universities. Much of this work is led and directed by the
six (6) USAf Strategy Groups, each of which is chaired by a
university Vice-Chancellor nominated by the USAf Board.
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The strategy groups are:
« Funding
« Leadership and Management

« Research and Innovation
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« Teaching and Learning

. Transformation

« World of Work

Please visit the USAf website for more information:
www.usaf.ac.za
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DAY 1: THURSDAY 23 OCTOBER 2025
WEBINARI

SESSION I: POLICY & GOVERNANCE FOR OPEN ACCESS
SESSION CHAIRPERSON: Mrs SUSAN VELDSMAN

1h0OO - 11h05 Welcome & Session Introduction Ms Janet Van Rhyn
Open Access (OA) 2025 Theme: Project Manager, USAf
“Who owns our knowledge?”
Moving towards a Sustainable & Equitable OA Ecosystem.

Mr Imraan Patel
Deputy Director-General, DSTI

STAKEHOLDER INSIGHTS

11h20 - 11h30 A University-Level perspective. Professor Fulufhelo Netswera
Deputy Vice-Chancellor for
Research, UNIVEN

1hO5 - 11h20 The South African Open Science Policy.

11h30 - 11h40 A Committee of Higher Education Libraries of South Africa (CHELSA) Ms Nomawethu Danster
perspective. CHELSA Chairperson;
Director, RU

1h40 - 11h50 A Library & Information Association of South Africa (LIASA) perspective. Mr Charlie Molepo
President, LIASA

Mrs Susan Veldsman

1h50 - 11h55 An Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf) perspective. Director, ASSAF

1h55  12h10 Webinar Participant and Panel Interaction (Q&A).
12h10 - 12h15 Concluding comments and next steps in closing. Session Chairperson

15 MINUTE BODY BREAK

WEBINAR |

SESSION II: SUSTAINABLE FUNDING MODELS FOR OPEN ACCESS
SESSION CHAIRPERSON : MR ANDREW JOSEPH

12h30 - 12h35 Session Introduction Mr Andrew Joseph
Digital Publisher, Wits,
University Press

12h35 - 12h45 Sustainable funding models - A funding body perspective. Dr Nokuthula Mchunu
Deputy-Director, African Open
Science Platform (AOSP), NRF

12h45 - 12h55 SANLIC's role in repurposing reading subscription expenditure to pay for ~ Mr Glenn Truran

and facilitate Open Access publishing. Director, SANLIC
12h55 - 13h05 The UCT African Platform for Open Scholarship Diamond open Dr Reggie Raju

access perspective. Director, UCT
13h05 - 13h15 How Sweden is charting a path beyond transformative agreements. Mr Niklas Willén

License Manager, Bibsam
Consortium, National Library
of Sweden

13h15 - 13h45 Webinar Participant and Panel Interaction (Q&A).

13h45 - 14h00 Concluding comments in closing and next steps. Session Chairperson
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DAY 2: FRIDAY 24 OCTOBER 2025

WEBINAR Il

SESSION Ili: STAKEHOLDER COLLABORATION IN PURSUIT OF OPEN ACCESS

SESSION CHAIRPERSON: MR GLENN TRURAN

1hOO - 11Th05

1hO5  11h20

11h20 - 11h35

1h35 - 1Th50

1h50 - 12h05

12h05 - 12h20

12h20 - 12h30

Session Introduction

Collaborating for Integrity: Strengthening African Scholarship Against
Predatory Publishing.

Mr Glenn Truran
Director, SANLIC

Mr Wynand Van der Walt
Senior Manager, RU

INTERNATIONAL & NATIONAL COMMITMENTS TO THE OPEN ACCESS AGENDA

Update on a National Declaration on Open Access presented at a
previous Inaugural National Higher Education Conference.

Overview the UNESCO recommendations on open science as a basis
for collaboration.

Promote a shared understanding of open science and set out diverse
paths to achieving it.

Develop an enabling policy environment for open science.
Invest in infrastructure and activities that contribute to open science.

Invest in training, education, digital literacy and capacity-building to
support open science.

Foster a culture of open science and align incentives to support it.

Promote innovative approaches for open science at all stages of the
scientific process.

Encourage international and multi-stakeholder cooperation in the

context of open science to reduce gaps in technology and knowledge.

Panelist discussion In light of the UNESCO recommendation on open
science, is the NATIONAL DECLARATION ON OPEN ACCESS a valid
blueprint for collaboration? If so, why? If not, why not? What are the
obstacles and challenges, and how should they be overcome?

Webinar Participant and Panel Interaction (Q&A).

Stakeholder pledge and commitments in addition to a concluding
summary and next steps in closing.

Professor A Bawa

Emeritus Professor, University of
Johannesburg & previous USAf
Chief Executive Officer

Ms Joy Owango

Founding Director of

the Training Centre in
Communications (TCC Africa),
Nairobi University, Kenya

Representatives of
stakeholder entities as
confirmed in the chairpersons
briefing communique

Session Chairperson




